
 
Interested in discovering the life forms that dwell be-

neath the surface of our wetlands?  Itõs as easy as filling 

a bucket full of water.  Your eyes are the most important 

tools youõll use in a pond dip.  Try sitting very still near 

the waterõs edge.  Youõll be amazed by the activity of life 

that surrounds you, whether it is waterfowl foraging for 

invertebrates, frogs surfacing for air, or the Whirligig 

beetles dancing dizzily on the waterõs surface.  To ven-

ture deeper into your inquiry of a wetlands environment, 

here is some useful information. 

 

 

Net  

Youõll need a net made 

out of pantyhose and a 

wire hanger or one that 

youõd buy for a fish 

tank.  To extend your 

reach, attach the net to 

an old broom handle 

with waterproof tape.   
 

Bucket  

Youõll need a white 2 L ice cream pail, to help your speci-

mens stand out against their background.  The bucket 

needs to be cleaned and rinsed thoroughly to ensure 

there are no remnants of cleaning agents or food, as 

these can contaminate pond water and kill the life within 

it. 
 

Observation Jar   

Youõll need a small clear glass jar to get a closer look at 

specific specimens.  You can also use plastic bug contain-

ers with magnification lids. 
 

Spoon  

To scoop smaller invertebrates into your observation jar. 
 

Magnifying Glass  

To observe the finer details of each specimen in your 

bucket or observation jar. 

Notebook & Pencil  

To write down or sketch any interesting findings. 
 

Camera  

To photograph species you find interesting. 
 

 
 

 

Find a spot on the 

boardwalk thatõs close 

enough to reach the 

water with your net, 

preferably the first 

viewing platform.  

Begin by lying face 

down on the board-

walk and safely secur-

ing yourself. Then 

scoop some water into 

your bucket.  Now you are ready to sweep your net through 

the water and empty the contents into your bucket.  Be gentle 

when emptying your net as òpond dwellersó are delicate.  

Next, use your spoon to place the interesting specimens in 

your observation jar, which should also be half full of pond 

water.  Then use your magnifying glass to get a better look 

at what youõve caught.  When youõve seen enough, release 

your specimens back into the water and start all over again.  

This time try sweeping your net in a different spot to hope-

fully catch a variety of different species. 

 

 

c Protect aquatic habitats by staying out of the water. 

c Protect wetlands by staying away from the land near 

the edge of the water. 

c Protect yourself by trying not to 

touch any of the specimens as most 

are fragile and some do bite. 

c Protect the livelihood of the site by 

leaving with no more then the tools 

you came with.   

   Successful ly Navigate a Pond Dip 

Clifford E. Lee  
Nature 

Sanctuary  

The Sanctuary is open to the public year 

round free of charge.  Donations are 

encouraged on site or they can be sent 

to: 
51306 Range Road 264 

Spruce Grove, Alberta 

T7Y 1E7 

Cli f ford E. Lee Nature Sanctuary 

33km SW of Edmonton city centre.  Take high-

way 16 W to highway 60, go S for 13.2 km to 

Woodbend Rd. and turn W for 1.6km then S for 

1.4 km. 
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Copepod 

These tiny crustaceans serve 

as a major food source for 

many aquatic organisms.  

Theyõre generally a teardrop 

shape with large antennae 

and between 1 to 2 mm long. 
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