
 

Insects are the most diverse creatures on the planet and 

can be found in almost any environment.  In fact 80% of 

all existing species are insects.  The majority of bugs are 

harmless, but many are key for sustaining the delicate 

balance of nature.  Their responsibilities include pollina-

tion, decomposition, soil formation, population control of 

weeds and other bug species, and provision of food for 

their predators.  Unfortunately, over the years our soci-

ety has developed an aversion toward the òcreepy crawl-

ies,ó which has deterred people from discovering the 

fascinating world of bugs.  Those who aspire to becoming 

amateur entomologists soon realize that all insects are 

worthy of a second look.   
 

 
 

³ Search from late March to October 

³ Choose a warm day 

³ Tip up rocks to look underneath 

³ Look on flowers and under leaves 

³ Look for sandy ground far from water     

 

 

You distinguish butterflies from 

moths by looking at their anten-

nae.  Butterflies tend to have 

clubbed or hooked antennae, 

while moths have thin or feathery 

ones.  Butterflies also tend to be 

more graceful then their moth cousins, who are prone to 

crash landings.  If frightened, a moth will hide in the 

nearest vegetative covering, while a butterfly will grace-

fully find a new perch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Green Lacewings, a ògardenerõs friend,ó are often seen 

amongst the vegetables as they are avid Aphid hunters.  

Their scientific name òChrysopaó means golden eyes, which 

is the colour of their protruding eyes.  If handled, these small 

predators will emit a foul òcoffee-likeó odor in hopes of de-

terring you from making them your next meal.  Female Lace-

wings lay their eggs far apart from one another because the 

first born has a 

tendency to eat its 

unborn siblings.  

This is one of the 

reasons why Green 

Lacewings have the 

reputation of being 

a tad vicious.   

   Insect Species at the Sanctuary 

Clifford E. Lee  
Nature 

Sanctuary  

The Sanctuary is open to the public year 

round free of charge.  Donations are 

encouraged on site or they can be sent 

to: 
51306 Range Road 264 

Spruce Grove, Alberta 

T7Y 1E7 

Cli f ford E. Lee Nature Sanctuary 

33km SW of Edmonton city centre.  Take high-

way 16 W to highway 60, go S for 13.2 km to 

Woodbend Rd. and turn W for 1.6km then S for 

1.4 km. 
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